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DETAILED ACTION

Claim Status: 1-24 rejected.

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-24 have been considered but are moot in

view of the new ground(s) of rejection.

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in

section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are

such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person

having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the

manner in which the invention was made.

Claim 1-21 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Maxwell et al.

(US Patent No. 5,675,784) in view of Imamura et al. (US Patent No. 6,128,600)

1 . Regarding Claim 1, 22, 23, and 24, Maxwell discloses a method of capturing data for use

in a catalog, comprising:

capturing product data for a product according to data model, the data model having one

or more classes(see Fig. 2, step 50, Maxwell), each one of the one or more classes being defined

by one or more categories (see Fig. 2, step 51, Maxwell), each of the one or more categories

being defined by an attribute group having one or more attributes (see Fig. 2, step 53, column 8,

Hues 42-67, Maxwell);

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
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Maxwell does not explicitly disclose the step of storing the product data including both a

manufacturer SKU that identifies the product and a customer SKU that identifies the product,

and at least one customer SKU that identifies the product, each customer SKU being associated

with a customer for which the product data is being stored for subsequence distribution to the

customer, wherein the sorted product data is suitable for use in an electronic catalog, the

customer being a manufacturer, retailer, or distributor of the product. On the other hand,

Imammura discloses the storing the product data including both a manufacturer SKU that

identifies the product and a customer SKU that identifies the product, and at least one customer

SKU that identifies the product, each customer SKU being associated with a customer for which

the product data is being stored for subsequence distribution to the customer, wherein the sorted

product data is suitable for use in an electronic catalog, the customer being a manufacturer,

retailer, or distributor of the product (see Fig. 7, column 9, lines 24-53, Imammura). It would

have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to add/modify

Maxwell with Imammura by including the step storing the product data including both a

manufacturer SKU that identifies the product and a customer SKU that identifies the product,

wherein the stored product data is suitable for use in an electronic catalog, and the motivation

would have been improving the use of the electronic catalogs for a wide market segment which

will increase the number of users shopping online.

2. Regarding Claim 2, the combination ofMaxwell/Imammura discloses a method wherein

capturing product data includes:

classifying a product to be entered according to the data model (see column 7, lines 10-

34, Maxwell);
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rendering a data entry template associated with the category of the classified product,

wherein the data entry template includes a listing of potential values associated with each of the

attributes in the category of the classified product, wherein the listing of potential values identify

values that are selectable as values for the associated attribute (see column 6, lines 45-48,

Maxwell).

3. Regarding Claim 3, the combination ofMaxwell/ hnammura discloses a method wherein

the rendering further includes repeating the listing ofpotential values for the classified product

when the attribute group associated with the classified product is indicated to be a repeating

group in the data model (see column 6, lines 15-18, Maxwell).

4. Regarding Claims 4, and 5, the combination ofMaxwell/hnammura discloses a method

wherein each attribute is associated with a possible value list including values that are selectable

and selected searchable attributes are specified, wherein the step of capturing product data

includes reviewing product information for a particular product and selecting specific values

from the possible value list for each of the selected searchable attributes (see column 7, lines 60-

67, Maxwell).

5. Regarding Claim 6, and 9, Imammura does not explicitly disclose creating a product

header that is associated with the product, wherein creating the product header includes storing a

system SKU associated with the product in the product header; storing a manufacturer SKU

associated with the product in the product header; associating the product header with product

information characterizing the product. However, Imammura discloses a unique value identifier

that corresponds to the header in the SKU (see Fig. 10, hnammura) to uniquely identify the

quantity and price for each item.
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6. Regarding Claim 7, Maxwell discloses a method wherein the product information

includes one of the one or more categories and a manufacturer product description, the

manufacturer product description describing standard features of the product (see column 9, lines

27-31, Imammura).

7. Regarding Claim 8, and 17, Imammura discloses a method further including:

linking the product header to one or more images illustrating the product (see Fig. 10,

Imammura).

8. Regarding Claim 10, 1 1, and 19, Imammura does not expUcitly disclose a method further

including:

specifying one or more countries for which the product is adapted for sale. However,

Imammura discloses the message value is initially set to "USA" which inherent there is a list of

countries to select from (see column 3, lines 23-34, Imammura).

9. Regarding Claim 12, the combination of Maxwell/Imammura discloses a method further

including:

linking to one or more related products that are recommended as related to the product

(see column 5, Unes 53-55, Maxwell).

10. Regarding Claims 13, and 14, the combination ofMaxwell/Imammura discloses a

method further including:

linking to platform compatibility information associated with the product (see column 5,

lines 38-42, Maxwell).
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1 1 . Regarding Claim 1 5 the combination ofMaxwell/Imammura discloses a method wherein

each attribute has an associated possible value list that identifies values that are selectable as

values for the associated attribute and wherein storing the product data further includes:

storing selected attributes in an attribute table, each of the selected attributes being

identified by a system SKU and having at least one of the values in the associated possible value

list (see Fig. 7, 70, 71, and 72, Imammura).

12. Regarding Claim 16, the combination of Maxwell/Imammura disclose a method wherein

capturing product data for the product includes:

classifying the product according to a data model having one or more classes, wherein

each of the classes is arranged to identify one or more associated categories and each of the

categories is arranged to identify an associated attribute group having one or more attributes,

each attribute having an associated possible value list that identifies values that are selectable as

values for the associated attribute (see colunm 5, lines 43-52, Maxwell);

selecting at least one of the values in the associated possible value list for selected

attributes in the associated attribute group(see column 2, lines 39-42, Maxwell);

inputting the selected values for the product to the system product data file (see column 2,

lines 28-32, Maxwell).

13. Regarding Claim 18, the combination of Maxwell/Imammura discloses a method wherein

capturing data for the product further includes:

inputting a marketing description associated with the product to the system product data

file (see column 2, lines 43-54, Maxwell).
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14. Regarding Claim 20, the combination ofMaxwell/Imammura discloses a method wherein

capturing data for the product further includes:

inputting to the system product data file a list identifying one or more related products

that are recommended as related to the product (see column 5, lines 53-66, Maxwell).

15. Regarding Claim 21, Maxwell discloses a method wherein capturing data for the product

further includes:

inputting to the system product data file platform compatibility information associated

with the product (see column 5, lines 10-12, Maxwell).
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Points ofContact

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to: Sana Al-Hashemi whose telephone number is 703-305-4881.

The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM.. If

attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's supervisor, Safet

Metjahic, can be reached on (703) 308-1436. Any response to this office action should be

mailed to: The Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231. Or telefax

at phone number (703) 872-9306. For formal or draft communications, please label

"PROSPOSED" or "DRAFT". Hand-delivered response should be brought to: Crystal Park II,

2121 Crystal Drive, 6^^ Floor Receptionist, Arlington, Virginia. 22202.
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Patent Examiner

Technology Center 2100

February 24, 2004
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